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ARTHROS is an educational initiative designed to meet the educational needs of US rheumatologists 
at three organizational levels: state, city, and academic. ARTHROS’ mission statement articulates 
that “ARTHROS programs aim to provide novel, expertly designed medical educational programming 
for rheumatologists and musculoskeletal care providers by advancing science in daily practice and 
elevating the standards of rheumatologic care.”

Since 2013, the primary focus of ARTHROS has been to deliver more than 45 accredited state society 
and regional educational programs. As a result, our education has been instrumental in providing 
over 3,000 US rheumatologists and advanced practice providers with cutting edge education delivered 
by the leaders in rheumatology across the compendium of rheumatic disease. The ARTHROS State 
and Regional Society lecture topics focus on RA, lupus, psoriatic arthritis, bone disease, ankylosing 
spondylitis, gout, myositis, vasculitis, among others.

ARTHROS programs deliver timely, expert content to ensure attendees receive current, impactful 
and practical education in the communities where they live and practice. ARTHROS provides turn-key 
educational programming for busy healthcare providers and trainees who are dedicated to improving 
their practice, knowledge base and, ultimately, patient outcomes.

Building upon the success of ARTHROS’ 2020 virtual meeting series named RheumConnect, the full 2021 
regional meeting series will include four RheumConnect regional meetings. The meetings will continue 
to deliver timely and impactful content and will provide access to leaders in rheumatology education 
and research to underserved areas of the country. The four RheumConnect regional meetings 
will provide state-of-the-art education to physicians in regions both big and small, and will dedicate 
resources and expertise into ensuring these programs are exceptional educational opportunities for 
rheumatologists in all communities.

ABOUT ARTHROS

Why physicians attend an ARTHROS meeting? 

“Refreshing topics and to view other  
physicians’ perspective on treatment.”

“Very educational and useful.”

“The range of topics discussed.”

“Interesting program  
with excellent speakers.”

“To maintain up-to-date 
management of rheumatic disease.”

“More rheumatology 
education.”“Referral from a peer.”

“To advance learning, represent  
my team, meet new people.”

“Needed fresh and quick update  
on those topics.”

“Topics and speakers.”“Location, syllabus, faculty.”
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ARTHROS CHAIR

ARTHROS FACULTY
JOEL BLOCK, MD
The Willard L. Wood, MD,  
Professor of Rheumatology
Department of Internal Medicine,  
Division of Rheumatology,  
Rush Medical College
Director, Division of Rheumatology, 
Department of Internal Medicine
Chicago, IL

JOHN J. CUSH, MD
Director of Clinical Rheumatology
Professor of Medicine and Rheumatology
Baylor University Medical Center
Clinical Professor of Internal Medicine
The University of Texas Southwestern  
Medical School
Arthritis Care and Research Center
Dallas, TX

KATHRYN DAO, MD
Arthritis Care & Research Center
Baylor University Medical Center
Dallas, TX

DORUK ERKAN, MD, MPH
Associate Physician-Scientist
Barbara Volcker Center for Women and 
Rheumatic Diseases
Associate Attending Rheumatologist and 
Clinical Researcher
Hospital for Special Surgery
Associate Professor of Medicine
Weill Cornell Medical College
New York, NY

ARTHUR KAVANAUGH, MD
Professor of Medicine
Director, Center for Innovative Therapy 
Division of Rheumatology, Allergy,  
and Immunology
University of California
San Diego, CA

JONATHAN KAY, MD
Director of Clinical Research,  
Division of Rheumatology 
Professor of Medicine, University of 
Massachusetts Medical School 
Worcester, MA

C. KENT KWOH, MD
Professor of Medicine and Medical Imaging
The Charles A.L. and Suzanne M. Stephens 
Chair of Rheumatology
Chief, Division of Rheumatology 
Director, University of Arizona Arthritis Center 
Tucson, AZ

NANCY LANE, MD
Professor of Medicine, Rheumatology,  
and Aging  
Research Director, Center for  
Musculoskeletal Health 
University of California at Davis  
School of Medicine 
Sacramento, CA

CAROL LANGFORD, MD,  
MHS, FACP
Director, Center for Vasculitis Care  
and Research
Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH

SUE MANZI, MD
Chair, Department of Medicine,  
Allegheny Health Network 
Vice Chair and Professor of Medicine  
Temple University School of Medicine
Pittsburgh, PA

PETER MERKEL, MD, MPH
Chief, Division of Rheumatology 
Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA

WILIAM RIGBY, MD
Professor of Medicine
Professor of Microbiology and Immunology
Dartmouth Geisel School of Medicine
Hanover, NH

ERIC RUDERMAN, MD
Professor of Medicine,  
Division of Rheumatology 
Northwestern University 
Feinberg School of Medicine 
Chicago, IL

PHILLIP SEO, MD, MHS
Associate Professor of Medicine
Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine
Baltimore, MD

VIBEKE STRAND, MD, MACR, FACP
Adjunct Clinical Professor
Division of Immunology and Rheumatology
Stanford University School of Medicine
Portola Valley, CA

ALVIN WELLS, MD, PHD
Director, Rheumatology and  
Immunotherapy Center 
Franklin, WI
Adjunct Assistant Professor, Duke University 
Medical Center 
Durham, NC

STERLING WEST, MD
Fellowship Program Director,  
Professor of Medicine  
Division of Rheumatology
University of Colorado School of Medicine 
Aurora, CO

KEVIN WINTHROP, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of Infectious Diseases, 
Ophthalmology, Public Health and  
Preventive Medicine  
Division of Infectious Diseases
Oregon Health & Science University
Portland, OR

SERGIO SCHWARTZMAN, MD
Franchellie M. Cadwell Chair
Associate Professor of Medicine, Weill Cornell Medical College
Associate Attending Physician, Hospital for Special Surgery
New York Presbyterian Hospital
New York, NY



4

In 2021, ARTHROS will launch a series of four regional meetings across the US. The RheumConnect meetings are 
designed to meet the educational needs of rheumatologists in four key regions by bringing timely and impactful 
content delivered by the leaders of rheumatology education and research to their communities.

The 2021 RheumConnect meetings will be held in the following regions:

RHEUMCONNECT REGIONAL MEETINGS*

2021 RHEUMCONNECT REGIONAL MEETING PROPOSED PROGRAM AGENDA
8:00–9:00 AM  Registration/Breakfast/Exhibit Hall

9:00–9:15 AM  Welcome/Introduction/Objectives

9:15–10:00 AM  Point/Counter Point: Anti-TNF Inhibitor or IL-17 Inhibitors in the  
  Management of Axial Spondyloarthritis

10:00–10:45 AM  New Management Options for Psoriatic Arthritis 

10:45–11:15 AM  Break/Exhibit Hall

11:15 AM–12:00 PM  2021 Update on the Management of Lupus Nephritis

12:00–12:30 PM  ARTHROS Expert Panel Discussion with Audience Q&A 

12:30–1:30 PM  Lunch/Exhibit Hall

1:30–2:00 PM  Case Busters: Hot Topics 2021 

2:00–2:45 PM  Sequencing of New Biologics and Targeted Synthetic DMARD’s in the  
  Management of Rheumatoid Arthritis 

2:45–3:00 PM  Break/Exhibit Hall

3:00–3:45 PM  Juvenile Idiopathic Arthritis for the Adult Rheumatologist

3:45–4:00 PM  ARTHROS Expert Panel Discussion with Audience Q&A

4:00 PM  Adjourn

Meeting 2
Music City Rheumatology Review 
September 18, 2021 • Nashville, TN

Meeting 3
Downeaster Rheumatology Review

October 23, 2021 • Boston, MA

Meeting 1
Colorado Rheumatology Summit

August 14, 2021 • Denver, CO

Meeting 4
Sunshine Rheumatology Review

December 4, 2021 • Ft. Lauderdale, FL

*Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, ARTHROS will monitor the evolving and changing guidelines and restrictions around meetings/
larger gatherings in the locations where the ARTHROS’ regional meeting will be held. Should restrictions in Denver, Baltimore, Nashville or 
Boston limit ARTHROS’ ability to hold a meeting that permits us to have in-person attendees of at least 50 participants, the meeting will 
be held utilizing a virtual platform. ARTHROS will provide sponsors 30-days’ notice should the format of the program change.  
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Platinum Sponsor – $40,000
Two available per meeting
Benefits include:
• Company-sponsored lecture at sponsored meeting
	 –	Lecture	to	be	held	during	breakfast	or	lunch;	time	slot	available	on	a	first-come,	first-served	basis
 – Lecture topic and speakers are subject to approval by ARTHROS 
• Recognition as meeting Wi-Fi sponsor; sponsor can select network and password
• Opportunity to participate in faculty dinner on the Friday night of the meeting
• Individual signage placed throughout meeting space
• Signage displayed on each table in meal room during sponsored meeting
• (2) Two 6’ exhibit spaces at the sponsored meeting
• (6) Six complimentary conference registrations for the sponsored meeting
• Distribution of one marketing piece to meeting attendees
• Conference app branding (three advertisements)
•	 One	push	notification	sent	out	via	app	during	the	sponsored	meeting
•	 Company/product	profile	and	logo	included	on	the	conference	app
• Recognition as the Platinum sponsor on all program materials distributed during the meeting and on all signage
• Logo placement with hyperlink on ARTHROS’ website
• Opportunity to include patient programs or industry resources information on ARTHROS website
• Recognition as sponsor on Highlights from the ARTHROS Regional Series email; email will be sent to all participants of  
 the conference

Interested in sponsoring at all four ARTHROS Regional Meetings? If so, we are pleased to offer a package Platinum 
Sponsorship at $135,000, which includes ALL of the above benefits at EACH of the four regional meetings.

Diamond Sponsor – $25,000
Two available per meeting
Benefits include:
• Opportunity to host a medical forum at the sponsored meeting; attendees will include meeting faculty and regional   
 rheumatologists; meeting to be held on Friday evening; ARTHROS to oversee all logistics
• Opportunity to participate in faculty dinner on the Friday night of the meeting
• 6’ exhibit space at the sponsored meeting
• (4) Four complimentary conference registrations for the sponsored meeting
• Distribution of one marketing piece to meeting attendees
• Conference app branding (one advertisement)
•	 One	push	notification	sent	out	via	app	during	the	sponsored	meeting
•	 Company/product	profile	and	logo	included	on	the	conference	app
• Recognition as a Diamond sponsor on all program materials distributed during the meeting and on all signage
• Logo placement with hyperlink on ARTHROS’ website
• Opportunity to include patient programs or industry resources information on ARTHROS website
• Recognition as sponsor on Highlights from the ARTHROS Regional Series email; email will be sent to all participants of  
 the conference

Interested in sponsoring at all four ARTHROS Regional Meetings? If so, we are pleased to offer a package Diamond 
Sponsorship at $85,000, which includes ALL of the above benefits at EACH of the four regional meetings.

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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Gold Sponsor – $12,500
Includes:
• 6’ exhibit space at the sponsored meeting

• (2) Two complimentary conference registrations for the sponsored meeting

• Conference app branding (one advertisement)

• Company/product	profile	and	logo	included	on	the	conference	app

• Recognition as a Gold sponsor on all program materials distributed during the meeting and on all signage

• Logo placement with hyperlink on ARTHROS’ website

Interested in sponsoring at all four ARTHROS Regional Meetings? If so, we are pleased to offer a package Gold Sponsorship 
at $35,000, which includes ALL of the above benefits at EACH of the four regional meetings.

Exhibitor – $5,000
Includes:
• 6’ exhibit space at the sponsored regional meeting

• (1) One complimentary conference registration

• Logo placement on all meeting signage and materials

• Recognition as an Exhibitor on all program materials

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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2021 ARTHROS RHEUMCONNECT REGIONAL MEETINGS 
SPONSORSHIP FORM

MAIL CHECKS TO:
Focus Medical Communications

Attn: ARTHROS 2021 RheumConnect
7 Century Drive, Suite 104

Parsippany, NJ 07054

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:
Focus Medical Communications

TO SECURE YOUR SPONSORSHIP,  
CLICK HERE 

TO COMPLETE THE ONLINE FORM AND AGREEMENT

To further discuss conference support opportunities, please contact:

Anne Michaels
Focus Medical Communications

Tel: 504-208-0122
amichaels@focusmeded.com

http://arthros.org/sponsorship_opportunities.cfm
mailto:amichaels%40focusmeded.com%20?subject=


EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION INSTRUCTIONS

Your exhibit space is contingent on receiving full payment. All additional requests (e.g., power 
source, internet access) will be handled between the exhibitor and the hotel. The costs will be 
directly charged to the exhibitor.

EXHIBIT SPACE SELECTION
The ARTHROS Planners will assign the exhibit location in the expo area. Please indicate on your 
registration form if there are any special size restrictions etc regarding your display.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

PAYMENT TERMS 
Confirmation	of	your	sponsorship/exhibit	space	is	contingent	upon	receiving	full	payment	prior	
to	the	scheduled	event	date.	Payment	instructions	will	be	provided	in	a	confirmation	email	upon	
submission of this form.

CANCELLATION POLICY
A refund, less a handling fee of 10%, will be given for cancellations received in writing within 3 
business days after the Sponsorship/Exhibitor ’s Agreement is completed using the online 
webform. After this date, no refunds will be granted unless the conference is cancelled altogether.

If the conference is postponed and rescheduled within one year of the originally scheduled 
date, no refunds will be granted. However, the sponsorship/exhibitor fee shall be applied to the 
rescheduled conference. 

Should the conference be cancelled and does not take place within one year of the originally 
scheduled date, a full refund shall be granted.

LIABILITY
The Exhibitor agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless the conference venue, ARTHROS 
and Focus Medical Communications, along with their employees, agents, representatives, and 
guests, from any third party claim, cause of action, liability, damage, cost or expense of any 
kind whatsoever arising out of or relating in any way to the Exhibitor’s alleged intentional or 
negligent conduct during or in connection with its participation in the conference, including the 
reimbursement of all damages assessed and reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs incurred.

INSURANCE FOR EXHIBIT ITEMS
The	Exhibitor	assumes	all	risk	and	financial	responsibility	for	the	loss	or	damage	of	its	personal	
property during or related in any to the conference. The Exhibitor further acknowledges that it is 
responsible for insuring its personal property and that ARTHROS does not maintain any insurance 
coverage for that purpose. The EXHIBITOR forever releases and otherwise waives all claims 
against the conference venue, ARTHROS and Focus Medical Communications, along with their 
employees, agents, representatives, and guests, arising out of or relating to the loss or damage of 
the Exhibitor’s personal property. 

EXHIBIT LOGISTICS  
All requests (e.g., power source, internet access) will be handled between the exhibitor and the 
hotel. The costs will be directly charged to the exhibitor.

The ARTHROS planners will assign the exhibit location within the expo area.




